Dido and Aeneas (1689) by Henry Purcell





AMI 2O1
An opera is created using all art forms: the famous German composer Richard Wagner called opera a Gesamtkunstwerk. (all-art-work)

Write a reflection on your experience with two productions of Dido & Aeneas. We will be using the you tube video: Henry Purcell. Didon et Énée. "Les Arts Florissants" William Christie filmed live at Le Théatre de Préau in 2001 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzFLcFoKXxI) and Opera Atelier’s live production at the Elgin Theater.
· Write a paragraph on each of the following topics (art forms) as they apply to Dido & Aeneas.
· Be sure to provide concrete examples to support your ideas.  
· Write in essay form: double space your writing, indent  your paragraphs.
· Be sure to mention each art form in the topic sentence (first sentence) of each paragraph.  
· Write your paragraphs in the following order:
PART  I: (Tuesday November 1st)
Introduction – Factual details: when and where was Dido & Aeneas first produced. 
(KNOWLEDGE)   The historical importance of Dido & Aeneas in the history of opera.

(10)
The story  - is contained in the script or play called the libretto 




(10)
(COMMUNICATE) - the libretto contains the dialogue of the characters
- what do you think about the story of Dido & Aeneas?
PART II: (Tuesday November 29th)
The music - Purcell wrote the music for the singers (recitative and arias)


            (10)
(KNOWLEDGE)- he also wrote music for the instruments (flutes/recorders – valveless brass…)


       - what do you think about the instruments used by Tafelmusik?

       - what do you think about Purcell’s’s music in Dido & Aeneas?

Singers      - Which characters have high voices? Which characters have low voices?

(10)
(THINKING) - What do you think is the reason for giving different characters their voice range?

PART III: (Tuesday December 20th)
Dancing    - in opera dancing is called ballet 






(10)
(APPLICATION) - compare the dance choreography in the video and live productions?

- do you think that the dances fit into the story well?
Costumes - compare the costume choices made in the productions by Les Arts Florissants 
(APPLICATION)
   and by Opera Atelier.







(10)
PART IV: (Tuesday January 24th)
Scenery     - scenery is the physical set construction and painting




(10)
(APPLICATION) - compare Opera Atelier’s set design with that shown in the video

      - which do you like better? Or perhaps you like both for different reasons?

Machinery - opera often uses special effects requiring engineering




(10)
(THINKING)          - compare any special effects in the video and live productions.
       - What do you think about these effects?

Lighting    - from candles to electricity: in Purcell’s time opera houses used candles                      (10)
(THINKING)         - describe the effects of the lighting on the stage

Conclusion - your thoughts about opera after viewing Dido & Aeneas.  


            (10)
                                    

(COMMUNICATION) – are you looking forward to your next opera?
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